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f» I look upon my Roman Catholic Brethren as fellow fubjeai and feU 
low ChrifUans, befievers in the ^anie God, ind partners in the lame redeipp^ 
tion. Speculative differenc«& in fame points of faith, with me are of ad 
4iceoont; They and I hare but one religion,— the religion of Chriftianity. 

Therefore, as children of the fame father^— i|s travellers in thefaiiie rtad 

and feekers of the fame falvation, why ncfc love each* other as brothers? 
It is no part of Proteftanifm to profecute Catholics; and without juftice to 
thd Catholics, there cah be ho fecurity for the Frotetlaut ettabliffiinent - 
as a friend, thetefore, to the permanency of "tllis cftabliniihent, to thJ 
profperity of the Country, and the juftice due to my Catholic Brethren, I 
iiall cheerfully give my iote that the Bill b« committed." 

Xxtraa of the BiOiop of Kijlala's Speech in the Houfe of Lords; 
13th of March 1793, on the Bill for the rdicf of las Majefty'i 
RomaB Catholic fubje£b. 



Printed by Liikfe HanfaM it Son^ 

For Keating, Brown, & Co, Duke-Street, Grofvenor Square; Booherh 

i'aulder, Bond-Street; Ridgway, Piccadilly; Budd, PaU- 
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^ #T^ H £ foUowing Statement maj be foimil 

yf7 X to give 

^ I. Some account of the hwfi, .whioh|,fio9C 

i the Refojcmatioa, have b^een .ffi& ^g^ft tbe 

Q Roman catboUcs ; 

fO n» Some account of the effeA and opera- 

'^ tion of the laws, which have been paft, finoe 

the acceffion of his M3jefty's family to the 

throne of finglantj, for tbe relief of Roman 

<patholics : 

III. Aid fome aceonnt of the penal laws, 
the effeA of which is felt by Roman catf)o« 
Hcsy but the eSe€t of which h not fdt by 
Proteftant DifienteiB. 
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With respect to the laws, which^ 

$INCB the SEPABAT)0N OF THE CHUECH 

OF England from the church of 
Rome, at the time of the Reforma- 
tion, have been past against those, 

who remained Iiy COMMUNION WITlt 

THE see of Rome, — the laws againft them 
ipay be reduced under five heads : — 

I. i.The firft, are thofe, whichfubjefied them 
to penalties and punijhmentsjo/ eiercijing their 
religious wor/hip; — under which head, may 
be ranked, the laws relpefting their places 
of education, and the minifters of their 
church. By thefe laws, if any Englifti prieft 
of the church of Rome, born in the domi- 
nions of the crown of England, came to Eng^ 
land from beyond the feas, or tarried in 
England three days, without conforming to 
the church, he was guilty of high treafon ; 
and thofe incurred the guilt of high treafon, 
who were reconciled to the fee of Rome, or 
procured others to be reconciled to it. By 
thefe laws alfo, papifts were totally c^ilabled 
from giving their children a^ny education in 
their own religion ; for, if they educated their 
children at home, then, for maintaining the 
fchoolmafter, if he did not rdpair to church, or 
Vas not allowed by the bifliop of the diocefe, 
they were liable to forfeit ^. lo. a month, and 
the fchoolmafter was liable to forfeit forty ftiil-» 
^in^s a day ; and if they fent their chiWceu for 

education 
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■€iducation 'td any fchool of d^ir perfuafioii 
abroad^ they were liable to forfeit ^. loo. and 
the children fo fent were difaWed irom inr 
heriting, purchafmg or enjoying any lands, 
profits, goods, debts, duties, legacies, or fums 
of money.— Saying mafs was punifhable by a 
forfeiture of 200 marks : hearing it, by a for- 
feiture of 100. See 1 Eliz, ch- 12. 23 Eliz. 
ch. 1. 27 Eliz. ch. 2. 29 Eliz* eh. 6. 35 
JEliz.ch. 2. 2Jac. i.ch.4. 3Jtc. 1. ch. 4,5. 
7 Jac. 1 . ch. 6. 3 Car. 1. ch. 2. 115 Car. a. 
ch. 2. 7 & 8W. 3. da. 27. 1 Geo. 1* 
ch. 13. ^ 

I. 2. Under the fecond head, were thofe 
laws, which punilhed the Englifh communi- 
cants with the church of Rome ^br not com^ 
forming to the ejiablijked church. Thefe are 
generally. (Jailed the Statutes of Recttfancy. It 
ftionld be obferved, that, abfence from churdi, 
alone, and unaccompanied by any other afii^ 
conftitutes xecufancy, in the true fenfe of that 
word. Till the ftatute of the 35 Eliz. chap. 2. 
all nonconformifts were confidered as recu- 
fants,* and were all equally fubje^ to the pe^ 
nalties of recuftocy : that ftatute was the firft 
p^ial ftatute made againft popifh recufants, 
by that name, and as diftinguifhed irom 
other recufants. From that ftatute arofe the 
diftind^ian between proteftant and popiih 
recufants ; the former were fubjeA to lucb 
ftatutes of ijecufancy, as preceded that of the 
35th of queen Elizabeth, and to fome ftatutes 
againft recufancy, made fubfequently to that 
time ; but they were relieved frorfi ikkem all. 
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rotltaki^ in that aft: by ttie 3d of king 
James the ift, ch. 4. another' oath was pre* 
fcribed to be taken, commonly called the Oath 
of AllegiancQimd Obedience : thefe oaths were 
abrogc^ed hy the ift of king William and 
queen Mary, feff. 1. ch. 8. and a new oath 
t>f allegiance and a new oath of fupremacy 
were introduced, and required to be taken in 
their ftead : the ftatute made in the 2d fef* 
fion of the ift year of king George the ift, 
ch. 13. contains an oath of fupremacy, in 
the fame words, as the oath of fupremacy, re- 
quired to be taken by the ift of king WiU 
Kam and queen Mary. By that oath, perfoni 
are made to fwear, that " no foreign prince, 
^ perfon, prelate^ ftate or potentate, hath, or* 
** ought to have, any jurifdiiSion, power, fu- 
** premacy, pre-eminence or authority^ eccle- 
*^ fiaftical or fpiritual, within the realm.** It 
was required to be taken by the perfons 
therein named; it might be tendered to any 
perfon, by any two juftices of the peace; 
and perfons rrfufing the oath fo tendered 
were adjudged to be popiih recufants con- 
Tift, and to forfeit and be proceeded againft, 
as fuch. This was the Conjiru&ive Reeufancy 
referred to above. It was not the ofFencet 
itfelf of recufiancy, which, as wc have already 
obferved, confifted merely in the party's 
abfenting himfelf from church ; it was the 
oflfence of not taking the oath of fupremacy, 
and the other oaths prefcribed by the a6l of 
t Geo. 1. the refiifal of which, was, by that 
fiatute> placed on the fame footing, as a legdl 

€onvi6Uott 



Digitized by 



Googk 



9 

totttrMftioh tm the ftatutes of recufancy, and 
fubjeded the party refufing to the penaltiei 
^f ^hofe ftatutes. Tb jfi( was the ;m6ft fevere 
pf all the l^wsagaiuft paftfts. The piiniih-i 
meat otVecufancy w^s penal in the extreme; 
^d fhe periods p^jediBg to the.oath in quef- 
tion, might be Ai^jec^Qd to all the penaltiea 
ff ^eculkncy, purely hy their r^fing the 
.oath, whqa tfendefed to them. It added to 
^e penal natui[e of tli^ Jaws, that, the o^. 
in queftion^ piigjht be tendered, at the mere 
will of two ju^pes ipf peace, without any 
jxrevious information .or complaint before a 
in^iftrat^^or any other perfon. Thus, by 
Tefufing to take the oath of fupremacy, when 
^dered tp.th^^^jthey Jiecame liable to all 
the, penalties fOf recula^cy :. and the fame re- 
/iilM, by 7 & 8 Wm.3. ch. 4. and 1 Geo. 1. 
ft., 2. ch. 13. r^ftraine4 ^hem from praidtifmg 
the law as advocates, barrifters, folicitors, 
attomies, notaries, or proijiors, and from 
voting at eleiftions. 

I. 4. With refpedl to receiving the Sacra- 
ment Of our Lord's Supper: By the laCha. a. 
(commonly called the Car^ratim AQ), \o 
perfons can be legally eleded to any office, 
relating to the government of any city or cor»- 
poration, unlefs t^itWrt a twelvemonth before 
he has recelvedf the facr^ment of die Lord's 
flipper, according to the rites pf the church of 
jBngknd ; and he is aMo ei^oined to take the 
^patb&of allefgiaocevand fupremacy, at the fame 
time^ thai;, Se tfdkes the oath, off c#ce, or, in 
B ^ default 



Digitized by 



Googk 



to 

default of cithef of diefe requifites, fuehelec^ 
tion fliall be void. 

1.5. As to the Declaration ^gainftTranfol>- 
ftantiation : By the 25th Car. 2. ch. 2. (com- 
monly called the Tejl AB\ all ofl5c/?rs, civH 
^and military, are direfted to take tlie oath, 
and make tlie declaration agkinft tranfnbftanr 
tiation, in the court of HingV Bench 0* 
Chancery, the next tertn, or at the next quar- 
ter feffions, or (by fubfequeflt ftattrtes>, within 
fix months^, after their admifflon, and alfct, 
within the fame time, to receiye the facramenft 
of the Lord's fupper, according to the ufage 
of the church of England, in fottie* pwblic 
church, immediately after divine fcrvice and^ 
fermon ; and to deliver into court, a certificate 
thereof, figned by the minifter and chtirch^ 
warden ; and alfo to pr6ve the fame, by tvcb 
credible witheffes, upon forfeiture of ^:500v 
and difability to hold the office. 

1. 6. Wifh refpeSi, to the declaration againjf 
poperj^: The aci pail in the 30th year of 
Car. 2. ft. 2. ch. x. contains the declaration, 
and prefcribes it to be mc^de, by membc;rs of 
<jither houfe of parliament, before they take 
their feats. By it, they declare their difbelief 
of the do(9xine of tranfuhftantiation, and theit 
belief, that the invocation of faints, and the 
iaa?ifice of the mafs, are idolatrous. 

^ I. 7. With refpe3 to the lat»sqffe8ing iheir 
landed property : — How lhis» was affec^ted by 
the laws againft recufancy, has been already 
mentioned. By die 11 8c t2 Wr s^ch.- 4. 

it 
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Wwai affiftedf'^t, a^rfoileducated in tlic 
f6pi(h xbYigion, -or profelfing the ftme, who 
rfM rtotin fixf montbs) after the age of fixteen, 
^^jrtie'oatjha of allegiance and fuprenaacy, 
attlP^fal^ribe the deidaratioft of the 30th 
Cha. 2. ftiould, in refpeft of himfelf only, and 
not of his heirs or p^ljkerity, be difabled to 
inherit, or take lands by defcent, devife, or 
fimitatioh, m poffeifion, reveriiou, or remain- 
A^fV'&nd Aat, dnringhislife, till he took the 
oafti^/ahtf l^bfcrlB^d ^hc declaration againft 
popery, his next of kin, a? ho was a proteftant, 
^1^4, €o>9y the lands, without acc9unti.ng 
for tf]^e,prpftte,;i cmd l^puld bo incapabte of 
puiech^ng I Bfid, that, all eftat€s> terms, inte- 
rs, or P^Qfits; out of lands, mad^, done, or 
-fufr^jf^l t(^. ^lis u^, or.in traft fpr him, IhouW 
.Ve.iiYpi^. ,% a Ja^- It cb- 5* t* W. & M, 
^>^6irfaii^ Ann, (i 5. c. M- ^W^^ li Geq. g. 
jSj>i7-fip^i^^,>orperfpna praf(pfli»g,tUe popifh 
-jeUgic4Vi .were ..dilablecl fro»^ pr^ifej^ting tp 
^y9^{b^B, ap4) Qthof. cpcleiniftical bene:^G^s, 
3|l*i4i9U9fl4t^^ 2^d qtb^r chajilable e%bUO|- 
^le^lW; }}y animal, >(ft& pf tfee Wgiflaturf, 
-fi^Biftf fef^g of ^lie UQ^fig: 18 yeajrs; ^ i;iQt 
lka,ymg t^en ^^e pa|tl\%^pf j^jegiaijce ai^ 
.fupirejoacyj were»/^tjj^t(§^.to theburuien gf 
Uhe dp^ibli^ lapdrtax.: J^iy ^^iute made in 
,the fecond feiliqa q\' the i.il year of peo. a. 
^ch. 55.; they were req[wired to, regifter their 
^ names and eil^tes in the maciper, an4 un^der 
' the penalties, tharein mentiq^o^.* aa4 by tl)e 
vSd Geo. u ^ 48. continued by leyejral fubfe- 
jq^i^t ijtatutes, an ^b%ation pf enrplljng th^j: 
. : J ji 2 ^ deeds 
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deeds s^ wiIU>w«iui ii^pofed mith^sik ^Qfh 
were the priacipal p^naJi|l£^w8,itg^t\ft,Kopsi|aar 
catholics, immenfu9\aliarpv^ fiif^^ Mlim.^f)^^ 
vatarum legum^ cwmUns (Liv. 3, 840>.l* )Sm 
tisae of the acoeiBon of the boirfe of BruiBifc 

Fick. • , - • •. : _ •«.,■, , : • .^.., : ... .. •) 

With RESPECT to the la.ws Which 

HAVE BEEN PAST, SIJ^CB, THE A,CC^;5SJQI|i; 
O^ THE 3I^UNSWICK tFAMI;XY, VO^T^J^^^EJ 
ilEP OP EQMAN catholics: . . . f 

II. -1 1. The only a.6i of any importances, 
Which, tfll the ^ign of His pi^ht Maj^ftjjy 
was paft for their relief, (atetd that operat^ 
1>ut in art indireft mann^ for ft6«V feen^fet), 
^was the aft of' the %d Geo. i.- ci^^a.^ '©ri'thfe 
t^onftrudtion of the li 81 iSfc Wm.^.* ch. 4. 
ft bad been' held, that> as it expWfsly^cotf- 
finW' the difaWHty of papifts td tak^by del- 
•Aerit to ^lemfelves only, and J>referved their 
heii^' ahA pofltirity ftbrfr its^ operation, it '^m 
noit • to be cottftrue* as pi'ieVentlmg the vdliiig 
of the freehold and inheritance in them, in 
cafes of defcen't, ortranfmitting thetn to their 
pofterity: but that, the difability refpeded 
only the permanehc*y of the profits, or bencr 
ficial property of the lands,' 6f which it de- 
prived them, during their non-conformity. 
Whether that part of the ftatute, which relates 
totherf taking by purchafe,fhould receive the 
fame conflrudtion, was a fi-equent fubje6l 6f 
~ difcuffion, the ftatute being-, in that branch' of 
*it, without toy limitation. To remedy this, 

M 
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Jih^ v£ky we aresfpeakigg o^ Tajajrpafl;* It/safiS^ ^ 
that, no fale for a full and valuable coofiderar , 
tion, by th^ owner or reputed owner of any ^ 
l^dsf^iwr pf anyinjeT^ft fb^ein, tl^ipre^oflpre 
mad^^ or tb^ij^after to be n^de, \(^ a-pr;oteftap^\ 
purcjbafef, iball b«iap;ij^acfcj?di by.re^pBi^^fti 
any difability ©f . fochip<ipift, or of «^y igt^xfyn t 
wider Whom he claiaft^^ in €OBfe!qfieft<^^pf ttcO 

advaptage ^f jtbis. di?flj>ifc^;il^ )l%Y%.»eai 
csoiv'^redsbtifi^e (th^'ifckij m.^^Ufm-m^^?^ 

traa?for'fek^;lhaH bftv^jen|^€rf;hi|,(:^imi*> 
tteidipdftrtferiefjaoiip, ftficl iif^4;A'4«»|^rtfei^ ,biH 
rem^y.-^rTb^'*^' iflieqft©c?ij^j^cja^fe&<)ft 

putebfj4n]g '^ ^d «^ftei;j¥ftrd9 i^f^^ts-, thftt, thefcj 
clajufeli) fli^l: aoo« fee ftb*J?^b^...4ltej^4,^T;r$h 
fideA^\mM&r^^'^^^)^:f9i\^' .Th«t 

$HerftiiMB.?0f t;b«:Mc^^Q0/Vo|li Iii«( prefent 
Meijefty, Dtu-ingplws-^i|prjtwpja<a^, f^\i-^ 

iiajVDUlW -x..-^.:f ,.:(:. 'O.ij/Di;.:;:::';-' . !hr-.- ..i 

,11. !2. Bythe\%th of hk reign, dr. 60, H 
tv4s enabled, that, fo niich ofthc 11 Sc 12 
Wl ^V hsjrelated ^d thfe pWfectiiioh of popift^ 
priefts anfd* jefiiit^/ &nd' fitiprifonjn^ "^br life 
papHts, whb keep^fchBolsV or td a i fable pa- 
pifts from" t^liig *by defceni t)r''purchafe, 
IhouM be iV^eilSd, as* to airpaj)ifis or per- 
fons prdfeffih^ *fh^ "pdjiiiti* religion, claiming 
under titles lidt tnei^etdttve' litigated, who, 
Wit|iia fix montlis after the a<Sl paft, or theit 
*''" ^ coining 
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•dtetftg of age,31iotild take the batb thereby - 
prcfcribed* . ' ^ ' ^ 

IIi$ pttfent Maje/^y- cap. 32. That ^ftatutet 

t2lili& tlle.diedkimtk>ttiiniJ'bath ^fjerwrarcU. row. , 
fef^id'td'ia tihebodj Of the acti and pretcribes ' 
tfiWmeth©«*of l;aWfifff*Jfei^The 2d,-is a'repeql^ 
of'lliG ft^tui^^feri^*&Mt^/mfaV<)ur,<tf p&i^. 

jd^ M a tolerrt£ten,^'ui*der certain' rftgiUatiotiSy I 
d^'thfe religious woHhip of die llom^i eiidio-. 
Ires, nttalityirtg' in like manner, 'ai'iiof JtfheiT^ 
^fb>i6o]s fbr tiiuGatioTl : The'4th, Maci^j thatjt 
ilii- fiftur* no, one ffcall bti lumumned to^taket 
tte'^oath of iupreiiiacy pr€U;ril>cil'i%' tlie 
rftWfn. & Mary, ie(5i:'i.<s?.8r*aadj.f ft Geb;i,> 
feft*. *2. cAp; 13. 0]*' the deckralii6U Ugainftr 
ttenfobftantiation required by the'G5th Ch- 2*;' 
-^tbaty the ift Wm, & Mary, feci:^, oh;^^ 
fei"^ Removing papifts<)T reputed papifb from 
ibrt!!f^iites oti London and VVeftniii;^til€r (halt 
not extend to Roman catholics, taking the api 
nDi'^>pd,'9^th ; — and that, no peer of Great 
}3f itaiu or keloiidj^^jif ing tb.at o4tli, fliall be 
Ij^blc . to be p^pfecuteci for comir^^ IiitQ Ilis 
)ijlfj<jfty*s pieleuc^e, dr into the cou^l:..Qr houfc 
j^htreHis M^yefty .rjBfides, updei ,t^e 30th 
Cior. 2. flats ». ch. 1 . : The 5tb p^rt of the acTr^ 
ipppalij the laws requiring the deeds and wills 
j>L ilonian catholic* to be regiftered pr iiv 
rolIeJ : The Gth difpenfes perfons aCling ^s a 
^auiilJ^lQr at law,^b^rjf[fi^,^^t|pfnp3r^^^^^ qr 
,,,. .,^ " ^ '^'^ "*"' '"*' '""* notary^ 
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notary^ from tak4ng.lhe oatfc ^rffvprenaee^ ijgr 
the declar^tioa againft 'tranfuebft^ti£a:ibii^t4^ 
Then tlie dojuble land ta^ being itppoied on 
them l«y the annual land tax act, a iepeal qf ' 
it could not be cffe^led hy aay pro%e<9ivc 
act: but it was repeakd by omitting from tht 
annual land tax a<S, the ^laiife impoiipg it. 

II. 4. -An alteration, which was made 11^ 
the houfe of lortls, in the a6l of the 31ft of Hii 
ppefent Majefty, during its paflkge through- 
that houfe, raifed a doubt, whether to entitle 
a Roman fcatholic, tor the benefits of the acSt 
of the 18th of ,His prefent Majefty, it was 
wot necfeff^i-y that he ihouldr take the oath 
prefcribed by that a<a, as well as the oath 
prefcribed by the 31ft of His prefent Majefty. 
To obviate this doubt, the ad ofthe43dof 
His prefent Majefty was paft, which entitles 
•perfons taking the oath prefcribed by that 
a<a to all thfe benefits of tlie aA of the iStli 
trf His Majefty. 

"I- 
Some account of the penal law^ 
the effect of which is fejlt by bohaif 
.catholics, but the effect of w^hich is * 

NOT PELT BY PROTESTANT DISSENTEES ^^r» 

III. It has been already fhewn/ how the 
law ftahds on the corporation arid teft adls.— ^ 
The ftatute of the ift William & Mary,(comf. 
monly called tlie toleration aft), exempt^ "aQ 

diffentere. 
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iBiflfeni?«», *s:c^pt papiAs, and fiicli as deny 
^te vfT^iaity, from all penal lawi relating to 
]i©Iigron, provided they tafoe the oaths of alie- 
*flpianfc« tod iupremacy, mtd fubfcribc the de- 
claration againfl popery, and repair to Ibme 
«Ohgregation regiftered in the bifliop's court, 
orm the f^flions. But there is nothing in 
this u£if which dlfpenies, eitber with the teft 
acl or the corporation aci, fo far as they im- 
jpofe the obligation of receiving the lacra.- 
meat of our Lord's fupper on perfons ferving 
jn offices, or elecled to ferve in corporations. 
AVith refpedl therefore to the te/i a3 and cor* 
poration nil, thefe ate the only adls which 
fuiyecl the proteftant diffentevs to any penal- 
ties or difabilities. To thefe, the Roman ca- 
thojics are fubjef^: equally witli the proteft^t 
dilTcnters. There is, therefore, no penalty or 
difability that affetSis the proteftant di0enters^ 
to wl^ich l^oman catholics are not fubjecS^ 
( equally ; but there ftiU remain feveral penal 
laws, the effed of which is njoft feverely felt 
by Roman catholics, but the effedl of which 
is not, in any manner, felt by Proteftant Dil- 
jB^ttters. : / 

* III. 1-. The-firft of thefe, is the 30th Car. 2. 
il. -12. c. 1.— It is remarkable, that, notwith* 
•fianding tlie change of the national religion, 
at the reformation, and the coutefls and dif- 
fentions which fucceeded it, Roman catholic 
peers were admitted, equally with their fel- 
Jow peers, to fit and vote in the houfe of 
lords; and Roman catholic commoners were 

eligible^ 
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eligible, equally witfi their fellow commoners, 
to a feat in the houfe of commons^ till the 
lapfe of a century and an half from the time 
•ef the reformation. The ftatute of which we 
are now fpeaking, was then enafted. It wgs 
paft, while the ferment of Oates's plot was at 
Its higheft ; ^nd provided, that no perjhn 
Jftouldjit or vote in the houfe of peers, or be a 
member of or fet or vote in the houfe ofcom-^ 
mom, till he had taken the oaths of allegiance 
andfupremacy, and made andjigned the decide 
ration againjipoperj/. To this ftatute only, the 
exclufion of Roman catholic peers from their 
nereditary feat in parliament, and the exclu- 
fion of Roman catholic cpmmoners from the 
natural and laudable ambition of an Englilh 
gentleman, a feat in the houfe of commons, 
are owing, 

III. 2. By the 7th {& 8th of Wm. 3. 
ch. 27. thofe, who refufe to take the oath of 
fupremacy, tendered to them at the requifi- 
tion of a candidate, aye difabledfr^m voting 
at eledions. 

lU. 3. By feveraj ftatutes, Raman catholicM 
are difabled from Prefenting to Advowfom, 
This difability is peculiar to them ; quakers, 
and even jews, having the full enjoyment of 
the right of prefentation. It is to be ob- 
ferved, that, no perfon can be prefented to « 
living, who has not been ordained according 
to the rites of the church of England. Pre-* 
vioufly to his ordination, he is examined, on 
bijr fai^h and moyals, by the bMhop ; he takea 
C . th9 
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I he oath of allegiance and fupremacy, and 
fubfcribes the 39 articles ; and preyioufly to 
his admiffion, he fubfcribes the three articles 
refpecling the fupremacy, the Common 
Prayer, and the 39 articles : and he makes 
the declaration of confolmity. By the a<Sl oi^ 
uniformity, 13 & 14 Car. 2. c. 4. he is bound 
to ufe the Common Prayer and other rites and 
ceremonies of the church of England. Thefc 
appear to be fufficient guarantees for the or- 
thodoxy of the perfon prefented. 

III. 4. It has been obferved that, in com- 
mon with Prpteftant DiiTenters, the Roman 
catholics are fubjedl to the 13 Car. 2. c. 1^ 
commonly called the Corporation Adl, and to 
the 25 Car. 2. c. 2. commonly called the Teft 
A61, the form(er of which excludes from corpo- 
rations, perfom who have not taken the oaths 
of allegiance and fupremacy, and received the 
facramentof our Lord's fupper; and the latter 
of which directs all officers civil and military 
to qualify for their offices, in the fame man- 
ner. — But Roman catholics alone feel the penal 
operation of 1 Geo. 1. Ji. 2. c. 13. which rcr 
quires all peifons bearing offices civil or mili- 
tary, or holding command or place of truft, or 
receiving pay or wages by reafon of any pa- 
tent or grant from His Majefty, to take that 
oath under a penalty of £. 500. and under 
other penalties. 

The very fmall number of thqfe, who qua*- 
lify themfelves for election into corporations. 
Of for civil or military offices, by complying 

witk 
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with the requifites of thefe a^b, is known. 
For their relief^ an aSt of parliament is an- 
nually paft, by whicb^ after mehtioning the 
Corporation and Teft a&s, and fome other 
adis, which do pot relate to the point under 
coniideration^ it is-ena6led, that perfoos, who, 
before the paffing of the au&,ha\e omitted to 
qualify in the manner prefcribed by thofe ads^ 
and who Ihall properly qualify for them, be- 
fore the 25th of the enfuing Decembca fhall 
be indemnified againft all penalties, for- 
feitures, incapacities, and difabilities ; and 
their ele(fti<»i9, and the a6b done by them, 
are declared to be good.-— This a6i expreffii 
nothing, which e;Kcludes Roman catholics, 
from the benefit of its provifions. 

The conftru^ion of it came into confidera- 
tionin.1798, when Lord Petre, the gi*apd- 
father of the prefent Lord, having, with the 
exprefs leave and encouragement of govern- 
ment, raifed, equipped, and trained, at his 
own expence, a corps of 250 men, for His 
Majefty's iiervice, requefled that his fon might 
be appointed to the command of them, and- 
his Ion's religion was pt^jeAed to him. It 
was admitted, that, by accepting the com- 
mand of the corps, without complying with 
the provifions of the acls in queftton, Miw 
Petre would fubje(5lhimfelf to their penalties; 
but it was obferved, that the appointment 
would be good ; that the penalties would not 
be incurred till the expiration of the fixth 
month after his appointment ; and that the 
amiual a6l of indemnity would pais before 
c 2 that 
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tbat tiiAey aod n&g^ime the peilkalties^ It vr^ 
ahfo fuggeftedy that proteftants aad Roiiaaii 
catholics. flood, in thisi refpe6t, exa^Stly hi th« 
fame pr«dic^n)«nt ; — ^both equally liable to th« 
operation of the penal a<fts, and both equally 
within the relief of the indemnity a6i. The 
late Mr. Serjeant Hill, and the prefent Lord 
Chief Juftice of His Majefty's Court of Com- 
mon Pleas, were decidedly of this opinion ; 
but (under the advice, b& it is faid, of the 
crown lawiyersr), the refu^ was perfiiied in ; 
Another perfoh was appointed ;ta the command 
cff tJie opipsy <ind'Mr. Pette lerved under him 
iithenwiks^ •■ !«• 

in. g. In common with the reft of Hb 
Majefty's fubje6ls, the Roman catholics con- 
tribut^j to *th^ RehgibiB eftablifliment of the 
Cduntty ; fedit thteiromi Meligioiis EftabiiJkmenU 
can onb^ bfe ' (effected ' thr6ugh the medium of 
trufts, ^l^kya |>erpl^xing, and always pre^ 
carious. In hofpitals^ workhonfes, and other 
public inftitutions, theistttendance of the mi* 
nifteri of their religion is fometimes denied 
them ; and the childi-en of the poor, fometimes 
forced into proteflahf fdiools, under the eyes 
of their parents. 

in. 6. The Marriage a6i is alfo a grievance 
10 ^o/nan catholics.— For feveral reafons, 
too long to be enumerated, it is painfully re- 
pugnant to their rehgious feelings to have 
their marriages celebrated in the manper now 
prefcribed by law. But they do not obje<5l 
to its being rendered. neceffary, for the legal 
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Widit^ Off ibdr marriages^ tiiat there flioiild 
be an entry of tbem in the reglfler of the 
pariih, or to any otha: regular authenticatioii 
of their marriages^ whidi gotemment caa 
xeafonably rdquire.^ 

III. 7. Though His Majefty's armies anci 
fleets are filled with, Roman catholics^ not 
only no provifion is made for the religioiM 
duties and comforts of Roman catholic foldiei9 
and failors, but by the Articles of War, they 
are liable to the very lieavieft pains and pur 
nilhments for refufing to join in thofeadls (^ 
religious worfhip, which a Roman catholic 
confiders to amount to an exterior dereli<5Hoa 
of his faith, and a compliance with which, 
they therefore feel a religious torture. By the 
Articles of War, fee. 1. if any foldier abfentf 
bimfelf from Divine Service and Sermon, in the 
place appointed, he is liable, for the firftpffencc^ 
to forfeit 12^.; and for the fecond, and every 
other offence to forfeit 12 d. and be putia 
irons; and by the fame articles, fe^Uon 2. 
art. 5. " if he fliall difobey any lawful com* 
" mand of his fuperior officer/' — (and, of 
courfe,, if he fhall difobey any lawful com-* 
mand of his fuperior officer to attend Divine 
Service and Sermon), — "be fhall fuffer death, 
" or fuch other puniihment as by a general 
*' court martial fhall be awarded.'' 

III. 8. The operation of the Teft A8, of the 
Articles of War, and of the Mutiny A8, in the 
in/lances tve have mentioned, fofar as they r«- 
fpeS Iri/h Roman catholic officers, foldiers, and 
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ftUors, deferves partictilar confideratkm. The 
Irifti a£t of 1793 admitted catholics into miH-* 
tary employments with certain exceptions. "It 
was reprefented to gorenmient/* fays Mr. 
Henry Pamfell, in his invaluable Hiiloiy of the 
penal laws againft the Irifti catholics, p. 127, 
*' that, as its powers could not extend but of 
'* Ireland, and as all Irifti Catholic foldiers, 
" failors and officers were uniformly employed 
" on fervices out of Ireland, it was necefTary 
" that, in order to give it any ufefiul efFedl in 
" this refpedt, the Englifh aft of the ift of 
'*' Geo. the ifl, which prohibits catholics from 
*' filling any military fituation, ihould be re- 
" pealed. In anfwer to their application, the 
^ catholics were informed by Lord Hobart, 
^' that fuch a meafure would be immediately 
*' adopted, and the led^f of the Secretary of 
*• State was Ihewn to them, containing the 
'* promife of the Englifh Government. In 
''' the homfe of Lords, when, upon the debate 
** of this aft. Lord Famham prppofed an 
" amendment to the claufe relating to the 
^ military offices, "by rendering its opefration 
^ conditional, until England fhould pafs a 
" fimilar law, the Chancellor lord Clare op- 
*' pofed it, * for, faid he, it could not be fup- 
^' pofed that His Majefly would appoint a man 
** to fuch a pofl until the laws of the empire 
*' fhould qualify him to aft in every part of it : 
'' and that it was n/bre than probable that a 
*' fimilar law to this would be adopted in 
" England before the expiration of two 
*• months ; and, on this ground, the amend- 
" ment would be whojly unnecefTary.* '^ 

** Fourteen 
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^* Fourteen years, however," continues Mr. 
Parnell, (writing in 1807), "were allowed to 
** pafs by A^dthout any-fuch law having been 
^* attempted to be adopted in England ; and 
'^ when the late minifters fought to refcue the 
** plighted truth of their predeceffors from 
" well merited reproach, they were accufed 
^ of an attempt to fubvert the eftablilhed 
** church, and driven from the councils of 
*" His Maje%." 

Such are the penal laws, under which the 
Roman catholics of England ftill labour : — 
They have prefented a petition* to both, 
jHoufeg pf Parliament, for their repeal; and 
they confide iu their juflice and humanity that 
it will receive a full and benign difcuffion. 

" But they hope tlie time will fpeedily arrive, 
when the Imperial Parliament of the United 
Empire, will take the nature extent and 
operation of thefe lawst into confideration, and 
by repealing them, admit their Roman catholic 
brethren to the free enjpyment of' thatconfti- 

* tution, in the fupport of which, by their lives, 
their fortunes, and their indufby, they con^ 
tribftte ia commpn with their fellow lubje^* 

* See Ap(»endtc« 
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APPfeNDlX. 

int OATn OP allegiai^ce; 
by the 1 G. 2. C B. 

I5 -^.^ B. do fincerely promife and fwea,r, thit I will be 
faithful, and bear true allegiance to His Majefty King 
feeorge: S6 hdp me God. 

tHB OATH OF SUPftEMACY, 

by the same Statute. 

♦, Al fi. do fwear, that I do from my heart abhor,, 
fietcft, and abjure, as impious and heretical, that damna- 
ble doftrine and pofition, that princes excommunicated 
or deprived by the p6pe, or any authority of the fee of 
ilorrie, may be depofed or murdered, by their fubjedls, or 
tny oth^r whatfoever. And I do declare, that no foreiga 
t)rince, peffon, prelate; (late, or potentate, hath or ought 
to have any jurifdiftion, power, fuperiority, pre-eminence, 
or authority, ecclefiaftical or fpiritual, within this realm : 
^o help me God. 

TIJE OATH OF ABJURATION, 

by the 6 G. 3. c. 53. 

I, A. B. do truly .and fincerely acknowledge, profefs, 
ieftify, and declare in my confcience, before God and the 
World, that our fovereign Lord King George is lawful 
knd rightful,king of this realm, ajid all other His Majefty's 
dominioiis thereunto belonging. And I do folemnly and 
fcncerely declare, that 1 do believe in my confcience, 
that not any of the defcendants of the perfon who pre- 
knded to be Prince of Wales during the life of the 

D 2 ^ late 
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late King James the Secondhand fmce bis deceafe pfe^ 
tended to be, and took upon himfelf the (lile and title of 
King of England, by the name of James the Third, or of 
Scotland, by the name of James tlie Eighth, or the ftile 
and title of King of Great Britain, hath any right or title 
whatfoever to the crown of this realm ; or any other th« 
dominions thereunto belonging : And I do renounce, re- 
fufc, and abjure any allegiance or obedience to any of 
them. And t do fwear, that I will bear faith and tru» 
allegiance to His Majefty King George, and him will de^ 
fend, to the utmoft of my power, againfl all traitorous 
confpiracies and attempts whatfoever, which ihall be made 
againfl His perfon, crown, or dignity. And I will do my 
utmoft endeavour, to difclofe and make known to Hi» 
Majefty and his fuccefibrs, all treafons and traitorous con- 
fpiracies, which I fhall know to be againft him, or any of 
them. And I d'o faithfully promife, to the utmoft of mj 
power, to fupport, maintain, and ' defend the fuccefliQn of 
the crown againft the defcendants of the faid James, and 
againft all other whatfoever ; which fucceffion, by an A6ti 
entitled, An A<Et for the further limitation of the Crdwn^ 
and better fee u ring the rights and liberties of the fubjedt, 
is and (lands limited to the princefs Sophia, cledrtfs and 
duchefs dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body,, 
being proteftants. And all thefe things Ido plainly and 
fincerrly acknowledge and fwear, according to thefe ex- 
prefs words by me fpoken, and according to the plaia 
and common fenfe and underilanding of the fame words, 
without any equivocation, mental evafion, or fecret refer- 
vation whatfoever. And I do make this recognition,, 
acknowledgment, abjuration, renunciation, and promife, 
heartily, willingly, and truly, upon the true faith of a 
ehhilian : So help me God. 
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tHfc ©BCLARATIOV AGAINST TRAySUBSTAlTTIATIOfft 

by the 25 C. 2. c. 2. 

I, A. B, do declare, that I do believe, that there is not 
any tranfubftantiation in the facrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, or in the elements of bread and wine, at or after the 
confecration thereof by, any perion whatfocver. 

THE DECLARATION AGAINST POPERY, 

by the 30 C. 2. ft. 2. c. 1. 

I, A, B. do folemnly and (incerely, in the prefenc^ of 
God, profefs, teftify, and declare, that I do believe, that 
in the facrament of the Lord's Supper there is not any 
tranfubftantiation of the elements of bread and wine into 
the body and blood of Chrift, at or after the confecration 
thereof by any perfon whatfoever: And that the invo- 
cation, or adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other 
faint, and the iicrifice of the mafs, as they are now ufed 
in the church of Rome, are fuperflitious and idolatrous: 
And I do folemnly in the prefence of God profefs, teftify, 
and declare, that I do make this Declaration, and every 
part thereof, in the plain and ordinary fenfe of ihe word* 
read unto me, as they are commonly underftood by Eng- 
liih proteftants, without any evafion, equivocation, or 
mental refervaiion whatfoever, and without any difprn- 
fati'on already granted me for this purpofe by thi> 
pope, or any other authority or perfon whatfoever, or 
without any hope of any fuch difpenfation from any 
perfon or authority whatfoever, or without thinking- 
that I am or can be- acquitted before God or man, 
or abfolved of this Declaration, or any part thereof, 
although the pope, or any otlier perfon or perfons, or 
power whatfoever, ftiall difpenfe vi^ith or anuul the fame^ 
pr declare that it was null aud void from the beginning. 

The Oath prescribed by ihe IS G. 3. 
I, A. B. do fjncerely promife aud fwear, that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiaHce to His Majefty King 
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feeorge the *t1iifd, and him will defend, to tlie utnaoM 
of my power, againfl all confpiracies and atlempls what- 
ever that fliall be made agaiiift his perfon, crowU) of 
dignity ; and I will do my utmoft endeavour to difclofe 
and make known to His Majefty, His heirs and fucceffors^ 
all treafons and fraiiorous confpiracies, which may bifii 
formed againfl him or them; and I do faithfully pfomife 
to maintain, fupport, and defend to the utmoft of my 
power, the fucceffioti of the crown in His Majefty 's family, 
a^ainft any perfon or perfons whatfoever; herfeby utterly 
renouncing and abjuring any obedience, or allegiance unt» 
the perfon taking upon himfelf the ftile and titlfe of 
Prince of Wales, in the life-time of his father, and who,* 
fince his death, is faid to have aflTumed the ftile and title 
of King of Great Britain, by the name of Charles the 
I'^iird, and to any other perfon claiming or pretending a 
right to the crown of thefe realms ; and I rlo fwear, that 
I do rejeft and deteft, fis an unchriftian and impious 
pofition, that it is lawful to murder or deftroy any perfon 
or perfons whatfoever, for, or under pretence of their bis- 
inghereticks; and alfo that unchriftian and impious prin- 
ciple, that no faith is to be kept with hereticks: I further 
declare, that it is no article of my faith, and that I 66 
renounce, rejed, a«d abjure^ the opinion, ttat princei^ 
excommunicated by the pope and council, or by any 
authority of the fee of Rome, or by ahy authority what«^' 
foever, ma^ oe depofed or murdered by their fubje^ls, or 
any pejion whatfoever: And 1 do declare, that I do not 
believe that the pope of Rome, or any other, foreigrf 
prince, prelate, ftate ©r potentate, hath, or ought t6 have/ 
any temporal or civil jurifdidion, power, fuperiority, of 
pre-eq^infence, direftly or indirc6lly, within this realm; 
And I do foiemnly, in the pfefence of God, profefs, teftify/ 
and declare, that I do make this declaration, and every 
J)art thereof, in the plain and ordinary fenfe of the word^ 
Of this oath ; without any evfefion, eijuivocatbn, Or men- 
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pi rcfervation whatever, and without any difpcnfation 
already granted by the pope, or any authority of the fee 
of Rome, or any perfon whatever; and without thinking 
that I am or can be acquitted l?efore God and man, or 
^bfolved of this declaration, or any part thereof, although 
the pope, or any other perfons or autliority wbatfoever^ 
Aall difpenfe with or annul the fame, or declare that U 
vas null or void. 

The Oath prefcribed by 31 Geo. 3. c. 32. 

I, J. B. do hereby declare, that I do profefs the Roni^i| 
jpatholic religion, 

I, A. B, do fincerely promife and fwcar, that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Hi* Majefty King 
George the Third, and him will defend, to the utmoft of 
iny power, againft all confpiracies and attempts whatever^ 
that fliall be made againft his perfon, crown, or dignity j 
^nd I will do my utmoft endeavour to difclofe and make 
Icnown to His Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, all treafons 
^nd traitorous confpiracies which may be formed againft 
jbimor them: And I do faithfully promife to maintain, fup- 
port, and defend, to the utmoft of my power, the fucceflion 
of the crown ; which fucceftion, by an a^, intituled. An 
A6i for the further Limitation of the Crown, and better 
fecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Subje^y is and, 
flands limited to ihe princefs Sophia, eledrefsand duchefs 
dowager of Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being 
proteftants; hereby utterly renouncing and abjuring any 
obedience or allegiance unto any other perfon claiming or 
pretending a right to the crown of thefe realms : And 1 do 
jfwear, that I do rfjeCl and deleft, as an unchriftiaii and 
impious pofition, that it is lawful to murder or deftroy any 
'perfon or perfons whatfoever, for or under pretence of 
their being hereticks or infidels ; and alfo that unchriftian 
and impious principle, that faith is nol to be kept with 
fiereticks or infidels: And I further declare, that it is not 
an article of my faith, and that I do renounce, reject, and 
' abjure 
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^jurc Iht opinion, that princes excommuaicated by the 
pope and council, or any authority of the fee of Rome, or 
by any authority whatfoever, may be depofed or mardered 
fey their fubjeds, or any perfon whatfoever: And I do 
^romife, that I will not Fold, maintain, or abet any fuch 
opinion, or any other opinions contrary to what is ex- 
preffed in this declaration : And 1 do declare, that I do 
Bot believe that the pope of Rome, or finy other foreign 
prince, prelate, ftate, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, 
any temporal or civil jurifdidion, power, fnperiority, or 
pre-eminence, diredly or indiredly, within this realm: 
And I do folemnly, in the prefence of God, profefs, teftify, 
and declare, that I do make this declaration, and evei^ 
part thereof, in the plain and ordinary fenfe of the words 
jof this oath, without any evafion, equivocation, or mental 
yefervation whatever; and without any difpenfation al- 
ready granted by the pope, or any authority d^" the fee of 
Rome, or any perfon whatever; and without thinking that 
I am or can be acquitted before God or man, or abfolved 
of this declaration, or any part thereof, although tlie pope^ 
or any other perfon or authority whatfoever, (hall difpenfe 
with or annul the fame, or declare that it was null and 
Toid. 

PETITION of the Roman Catholics of. Evglandy as prefentei 
to the Ilovfe of Lords, on Thurfday February 22dy 1810, 
by the liight Honourable Earl Grey ; and in the Hovfe of 
Commons by the Right Honourable IVilliam Windham. 

** TO the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland in Parliament aflembled: 

« We whofe names are underwritten, Roman catholics 
of England, humbly beg leave to reprefent to your honour- 
able houfe, 

" That at the time of His Majefty's acceffion to thi| 
throne, the laws in force^ againd his Englifh Roman 
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^Ktholic fubje^s, deprived them of moft of the rigbti of 
EnglKhtnen^ and of^ feveral of the common rights of man- 
kind. 

** That, by the Afts of tlie ISth and 31ft years of His 
Majefty's reign, feveral of the penalties and difubilitie^ 
under which the £lngli(k Roman catholics laboured, were 
removed, 

" That the Englifli Roman catholirs are moft grateful for 
the relief granted tliem by ttefe Ads, and have taken and 
iubfcribed the oaths and declarations contained in them. 

" That their condud hath been conformable to their pro* 
fcfljODs; in peaceable fubmiilion to the laws, and in the 
difctiarge' of moral or civil diity, they have not been ex* 
ceeded by any oi His Majetty's fubjeds ; they tjave ferved 
ium. effectively and honourably in this fleets and armies; 
there ne^er has been a call upon flngliflimen to do their 
oiity, which the Englifli Roman catliqlics have tiot beeti 
forward to ^niwef, 

f* That feveral penal and difatling laws are yet hi force 
agamft them *. They are hot equally entitled, with their 
ibllow-fubje6ls, to vote at the eledion of any member of 
of the houfe of commons; they are excluded froin a feat 
ip either houfe of parliament ; tliey are hot admiflfible 
into corporations ; every civil and military office is denied 
them I every lauiJable objed of ambitibn, all that elevates 
a man among liis fellow-fubjeds, all hopes of public dis^ 
tindion, all means of attrading the notice of their country; 
or tl^e favour of their fovereigUj are placed withotit their 
reach. 

** The more tfiey deferve of their country^ the more 
fenfibly tlieir country makes them feel this exclufion. In 
the ranks fhe ifuffers them to fight her battles, but -to them 
tidory is without its reward ; promotion is wholly denied 
iiiem ; no ifervices can advance, no merit enable them to 
profit of their country's favour. 

" Even in their humble fituation of private foldiers, tha 
law follows them with pains and penalties* By tlie articles 
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6f war, if foldiers refufe to attend the religious worMip oF 
the eftabliflied church, they are punifliable by fine, im- 
prifonmcnt, and death. iThus the Englifli catholic foldi^rr' 
are inceflfkntly expofed to the cruel alternative of either" 
making a facrifice of their religion^ or incurring the ex- 
treme of legal punifhrnent;'. than which, your petitioners'* 
humbly conceive, there never has been, and cannot be af' 
more direft religious perfecution. To an alternative equally 
oppreffive, the Engliffi Romau catholics are expofed 6iv^ 
their marrila^es;^ the law requires, for the legal validity of' 
a marriage In England, that it fliould be celebrated in » 
parifli church; as Roman cadi<^ics believe marriage to be 
a facrament, the Englilh Romaa catholios naturally feet 
great repugnancy to a celebration of their marriages ii>*. 
other chut-ches than their own, 

" They are cruelly debarred fronn any means whfch their 
fellow-fubjtdls poflefs, of providing for their families; by 
employments of honour or emolument; fo that, whiles 
they bear their full ihare of the general codJLributioii to the ' 
wants of the Hate, they are denied even'a hope of par-^' 
tlcipating in ihofe advantages by which^ tlie burden oF 
their fellow-fubjeds is alleviated. 

" In other occurrences of life, the Taw has ttte feme* 
Bumiliating and depreffing operation on your lordfhipa- 
petitioners: thus, every Roman catholic fubj€6t of His 
Majefty, is forced below his fair line in focie^,^ and tli« 
general body is a marked and infulated caft^ 

" Yet the Roman catholics form more thaH one-fourthf 
•f the whole mafs^ of the fubjedbs of the United Empfrc — 
whatever there is of genius, of talent, or of energy amongj^ 
them, is abfolutely loft for public u£e ; and this at a time, 
when the United Empire is engaged in a con Aid, formi- 
dable beyond example ; and it therefore feems important, 
if not eflential to her prefervation, that (he fhould call' 
into aftion, without qualification or limit, or any religious 
teft or declaration, the genius, talents, aiid energies of 
all her £ubjeds.r 
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** It is true, tliat jour lordihips petitioners prdfefe foiwe 
ireligious principles, which are not profefled by the eftabliih- 
«d church ; and to this, and to this only, thpir refufal of 
certain tei^s, oaths, and declarations is owing, which fub- 
Jeds them to the pains and difabilities they complain ot; 
but none of the principles, which pccafion their refufu!, 
affe^ their moral, dtvilf or political integrity; and your 
petitioners humbly fubmit to this right honourable houfe, 
that no prindple, which leaves . moral and political in- 
t^rity iinimpared, is a .|>roper ^bjed of religious perfe- 
xrutiou ; befides, the whole creed of your lordihips petition- 
ers was once the creed of the three Jiingdoms — it is the 
adtual creed of four-fiftks of Ireland, and of much the 
greater part of Europe. It was the •creed of thofe who 
Ibunded Britifli liberty at Runyroeade, who <x)nquercd at 
Crefly, Poidiers, aud Agincourt: among thofe who re* 
pelled and annihilated the "Spanifh Armada, none bore a 
nobler part than thofe by whom this oreed was profeffed. 
In all thefe atchievements, in every o^er fcene, in which 
the ancient valour, or ancient 'v\rird0m of this country has 
Iseen difplayed, the anceftors of feveral of your lordfliips 
petitioners hav^.been didinguifhed. Their creed did not 
lelfen their zeal for their Jciiig and <:ountry— it does not 
leflen that of tbeir^efcendants, 

" Every difloyal or inii»oral principle, wliich malice or 
credulity has imputed to them, you;r lordfliips petitioners 
l?ave folem.nly and repeatedly difclaimed. They believe 
there does not now exid an honourable man who imputes 
thefe priaciples to them : they have fworn to. be faithful, 
and bear ^rue allegiance to HisMajefty, and have adted up 
to their profefljbns; they moil confidently appeal to this 
right honourable houfe, and to the whole empire, whether 
in loyalty to His Majefty, attachment to the conltitutiott, 
or zeal for their country's good, they are not equal, and 
«re not univerfally known and ackj.iowledgeii to b«-e^ail| 
to Wis Majefty's other fubjedls. 

■** ihcFefore, confcious of the truth of thefe reprrfcnt*' 
X 2 Uons« 
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\ion9f ^nd with the mod perfe6b reliance on the wifdom ^^ 
juftice of your right honourable houfe, 

" Your lord/hips petitioners humbly pray for a total re- 
peal of every %(;% oath, declaration, or provifion, which 
has the effe<^ of fubjeding them to any penalty or difability 
^h^tfoever, on aceount of their religious principles." 



William Gibfon, V^car Apoft, 

John Douglafs, Vicar Apoft. 

John Milne r. Vicar Apoft. 

Peter Collingridge, Vicar Apoft, 

William Poyntei*, Coadjutor. 

Thomas Smith, Coadjutor, 

Shrewft)ury, 

Newburgh, 

Fauconberg, 

Stourton, 

Petre, 

Arundell, 

Dormer, 

Clifford, 

William Gerard, Barti 

Inward Hales, Bart. 

Henry Enclefield, Bart, 

Thomas Vavafo«r, Bart. 

John Throckmorton, Bart, 

tdward Blount, Bart. 

Windfor Hunloke, Bart. 

Carnaby Haggerftone, Bart^ 

Kichard Bedingfield, Bart, 

Tl^omas Stanley, Bart. 

Thomas Gage, Bart, 

John Lawfon,,Bart. 

I^ierce Moftyn, Bart. 
^if^i XipxvsiYds of eight thoufand gehtl^en and others. 
I^^uditig near tliree hundred qlergyxsen. 
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JUcompqnyingi Petiiion of ihg Englj/k Roman Catholkif xsim. 
met at the St. JlbatCs Tavern, on the Ifi February y 1810. 

^* Wewhofe names are underwritten, Roman catholics of 
England, beg leaye to reprefent to your Right Honourahle 
Houfe, that your petitioners, in commop wi|th the. general 
body qi the Englifh Roman catholics, have lately, s^ned a 
Petition to your Right honourable Hpufe, flating the prin* 
cipai gricTances under which thc^ lie;, in confluence of 
their religious principl^esi, a[\4 pi^i^ing relief T^ey now> 
be^ leave further to fbat^ to your ^ord^ips, th^t in foli« 
<;iting the attention of Parliament to their petition, they. 
are a^uf^ted not more l^ a fenfe o^ tl^e hard^ipf l^ui 
difabilities under whiql^ tb^ labour, thaa by a d^fire Ut 
^ecure^ on themoft folid foundatiop, the peace a^d h^- 
mony of the Britiifh eijajpir^; aij^d to obtain for t^^mfelvelk 
opportunities of manifefting, by t^ mod adtive ei^rtions, 
their ze^l and intereA in th^ common caufe^ in which th^ir 
country is engaged fof tbp maintenance of it^ freedom and 
independence; and^ that they arefirndy perfuaded, that 
adequatie provision, for the xnaiotenfmce of Uie civil and 
religious eflablilhn^ntfs^ of this kingdom, ms^ be mad^ 
confiflent^y with the iiri^ft adherence, on their part, ta 
the tenets and difeiplii)e o^ the Roman catholic religion^ 
and^ that any afraqgen^en^ founded on this bafis of mif* 
tual/atisfadionand fecurity^ tmfi extending to them the full 
tnjoyment of^ the civil coijfiUvfionof their country ^ mU.mcei 
with their grateful concurrence." 

Signed by 
Bifhc^s William Gibfon, Lords Shrewsbury, 
John Douglafs, Faucouberg, 

PeterC^Uingridgc, Stourton, 

William Poynter, Arundell, 

Thomas Smith, Dormer, 

Clifford, 
And near two Hundred of the principal Catholic Gen- 
tlemen and Clergy. 
^ ES Speech 
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^eeci of the Right Hon. Earl Gregf on Ms prefentwg. tM^ 
Engli/h Roman Catholic Petition to the Hot^fe of Lordk^ 
fas &BTISED BY £a>kl GvLfLYrfpom the Report in the 
Glohe Newspaper,)^ 
«* My LoRDSy 
' ** It i» not my intention, at prcfent, whatever I may think 
it my duty to do, during the prefent Seffion of Parliament,, 
to make any other than the ufual motion, that the petition^ 
ihall be allowed to Ue, for future confideration, on your 
Ibrdihips table. But I cannot, my lords, negled the op- 
portunity which this motion affords me, of feliciting your 
lordlhips attention to the extreme importance of the fubjed 
•—to the extent i(nd magnitude of the interefts it embraces, 
and to the fiind^amental* principles of policy and of juftice 
on which it is founded* I ihy^ to the principles of policy 
and juftice ; becaufe, in any enKghtenedview of (late affairs^ 
ihey will never be found at variance; and, m my^con«^ 
fcience, I think they were never more clofely and intimately 
united, than with refpe A to the cafe which is ilated in this 
petition*' My Ibrds, the petitioners, with due reined to- 
wards your lordfliips, but not without thofe feelings, of 
which, as men labouring under many and fevere hardfhipa 
-^as men labouring under great and unmerited di&bilities,. 
and exchiiioDs, they cannot diveil themfelves, have fub- 
mHted their cafe to your cbufideration. The fituation ik 
which they (late themfelves to be placed, is this— that, 
without any impeachment of their loyalty — without any 
imputation on their condud — nay, after ftrong and re- 
peated acknowledgment of honouraUe and mentoriotts. 
demeanour, as good and iaithful iabjeds of the Britifti 
empire— they find themfelves, on acceual of principles, 
purely religious, and for a belief, which, if fincere, it does 
not depend on them to exchange, a marked and profcribed 
people in the midfi of their fellow-fubje61s— excluded from 
the benefit of tlie free government they fupport and defend 
—exclude^ from thofe opportunities of exertion in their 

couBlry'ft 
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^txitftty's cfcffineififi which, 5n tliis perribiis crilis, e^^ftiy 
Englhh heart would be anxious to obtain. It is mudr airif 
deeply to be lawSenred, there fhoold exifl any difficulty ' 
Ifrat IhouW %ave* the effect of mdcing it neccflTary to poft- ' 
pbne, for a fiBgle hour, your lordAwpS taking this petitiofv 
into your Cdnfideration, with a view to aflbrdiitg effeftaa1» 
prompty and complete relief; and I regret it the more, with 
tefpeA to the particular clafs of individuals with whofe inte- * 
refts I am charged; becaufe their fituation is, in-fome degree^ 
peculiar to themfelves; inafeuch its the difabiliti^r of 
which they complain are infinitely more fevere and Ddor^f 
•xtenfive than thof(^ which aflfeft t)t1ier perfons, profeffing 
the fame religious tenets in other parts of the empire, f 
have faid that their fituation is pafrticularly fevere p and -itke 
\ am fearful that thii ftibjed may not ha^c raifed that di^ 
grec of attention which its importance tieferves, it may 
^ot be unneceflary to ftate in what Xhat extraordinary 
feverity confifts. Your lord ftiips will recoiled that in? 
Canada, for inftance; in confequence of the provifiron* 
which were tliade after its conqueft,' in the leign of His 
prefBnt Mtjefty, the fubjeds of His Majefty in Canada 
enjoy complete toleration. In other words, there e^ifts no 
difference as to th« enjoyment of civil rights between the 
catholic and prOt.eftaUt fubje<^s. I; do not mean to found 
any ai-gument on this circumflanee ; I ftate it only as a' 
fe6l:i which, I truft, your lordftips will bear in your recol- 
ledwiii. lii freland, unfortunately for the peace of the' 
Englifh empire, unfortunately for our own fecurity, there 
is a diflterent ftate of things. In Ireland, Hi» Majefty'ifc 
fiibje^ls are Hill liable to difabilitieSy which cannot be fup* 
ported' upon any principles, if they are not required with a 
view to our own fafety. But even in Ireland many prrvi- 
Feges are extended to catholics wliich are denied to the 
catholics in England. They are capable of being elcdiedr 
to all lay corporations, with the exception of Trinity 
College^ Dublin-; where, however,*they may take degrees. 

They 
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Tjiey may be in the commiflion of tlie pc|ip«; they ma^^^ 
Vote for membera of parliament; they may hold civil 
Offices of truil and emolument under the q-own^ fubjed to 
tertain exceptions. In Ireland, all the ranks of .the army; 
«Bder that of a general of the ftafif, are open to catholics* 
From all thofe advantages the Englifh catholics are ex- 
cluded ; they are not eligible to corporations ; they cannot 
take degrees; they cannot aft in the Commiflion of the 
peace ; they arie not allowed to vote at ele^ions ; they are 
incapable of holding offices of truft under t^e cro>vn;:all the 
ranks of the army and navy are denied to them. The ca-\ 
iholic, deeply interefted as he is in the common defence of 
the country, is denied the means of alTifting it. At thia' 
n^oment, when yoii are calling upon all claflfes of the com« 
m unity for affiftauce; the patholic has the heart-breaking 
n)orti6catioa> no^ only of finding hinifelf excluded from* 
the higher raitks of the army, but even, if defcending from' 
his flation in life, he (hould confent to enroll himfelf as a' 
private in the ranks, he muft depend upon his officer for 
. the free exercife of his own religion, and for not being. 
Compelled to attend to the ceremonies of another, in 
which his c^nfcience forbids him to partalce. Thefe are 
evils to which the Engltfh catholics are fubjeci, in addition^ 
t0 thofe which they fuffer iu common with othe/ pcrfons^ 
of the fame perfufifion in c^er parts of the empire. In 
fiating their complaints, they affert, with no unbecoming 
confidence; that their cohdud has not been fech as jufily 
tp fubjed them to a punifhment of fo fevere a^ nature. 
Ijpon this head I think I may appeal to the perfonal know- 
ledge of many of your lordlhips, whether you are not con- 
vinced, that there do not exifl men whofe condud has 
uniformly been more exemplary as loyal fubjefts of the 
king and zealous fupporters of the government than the 
pnglilli catholics ? I have fome knowledge of perfons of 
tjiat profeflfion in the county to which t belong: — they 
^re perfons as diftingMifhed for their loyalty ancj good 
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tondud as for their great opulence; and t will venture ttt 
Aflert, that the voice of the country would join with me in 
laying, that, as friends and neighbours, as landlords, as 
lathers of families, as perfons filling alKthe relations of life, 
there do not exift men who have eftablilhed more juft 
claims to the univerfal eileem of all mankind* It is In 
this character that the petitioners prefent themfelves, as 
men t.omplailiing of fevere deprivations^ and as having 
deferved by their condudl a very different treatment: and> 
Iny lords, I have, ih making this fiatement, the fatisfadioa 
of being authorized to add, that, while they pray for 
relief, they are willing to accept it, accompanied with fuch 
provifions for the maintenance of the civil and religious 
eftablifhment« of this kingdom as may be made^ cOniifl* 
fently with a flri6t adherence, on their part, to the tenets 
and difcipliiie of the Roman catholic religion ; atid th;^ 
&ny arrangement, founded on this bads of mutual fatiiy> 
fadlioti and fecUrity, Will meet with their grateful Concur* 
rence. This declaration is contained in the fecoikd |>Kitibn 
^vhich t have prt*fented to your Tordihips, ahd waf 
adopted lately at a meeting in the tnetfopolis, I am 
J>erfuaded ybu will think that fuch conduct entitles their 

' petitioii to an impartial and favourable rohfideration ; but 
1 will fay further, that it is on the principle Hated in thk 
petition alone, ahd with a View to an arrangement fuch as 
1 have delbribed, that this meafure has my fuJ5pbrt» If I 
^o not deceive ftiyfelf, 1 think there cannot be a taore 
iincere and determined friend to the true principles of 
toleration, in the fulled and mod extcpfive fenfe of the 
ivord, than the individual who has the honour to addrefs 
you ; nay, I will go farther, and (late it to be tny fihn 
belief, that not only policy in the general fenfe of tho 
word, but that the immediate calls of our own fafety, 
tiever naore imperioudy required a recognition of ihofe 
principles, by the adoption of a ^vife fyftem, with refpeft 

' lo the Churchy whi(;h may have the effe^ of uniting, in 
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the bonds of si common inicreft, all claflep of hU Majefly's 
fubje^ls, and of producing that real union of affedion, 
without which the nominal union of law is IneffeAual; 
but with which, we may look undifmayed at all the dan- 
gers which threaten us. In fpeaking on this fubjedl, I 
have no hefttation in declaring it as ray fettled opinion, 
^ that no government can difcharge the duties impoied upon 
it at the prefent crifis ; no government can afford a hopt 
of extricating us from the difficulties of the prefent mo- 
ment, and of guiding us with fafety through the perils 
that furround us, if it does not without delay, apply att 
its faculties to the accomplifhment of this difficult per- 
haps and complicated, but great and indifpeplable work 
of national conciliation — But in flating this matter at 
I have done, I brg your lord (hips t# be affured, that i 
nch/cr (hall urge you to grant the relief which is required, 
without having a due regard to your own fecurities ; that 
I ftiall never urge you to take up this fubjeft, but on u 
comprehenfive and general view of all the interefts cop- 
neded with it* I am fenfible, that, in looking at the 
claims of the catholics, we ought alfo to look at thofr 
fecurities which may be demanded for our own religious 
cilablifliments; that we ought to firengthen, and confirpi,. 
and coniblidate them; to remove from them all real 
dangers, and above all, thofe dangers which, under tho 
falfe name of pretended feeurity, are infeparable from ajjy 
fyilem which contains in k principles of intolerance and 
perfecution. To confolidate, and confirm, and ftrength^n» 
thofe ellablifliments by reafonable provVfions, will be 
always regarded by me as a facred and indifpenfable duty^ 
In maintaining the dodrine of religious liberty in favour 
of the catholics, I am perfuaJed \ cannot maintain .it 
on other grounds than thofe on which civil liberty itf^lf 
is founded. Neither confiding in an abfolute exemptiou 
from all reftraint whatever, but in being fubjedl to no 
r«itraiat but fuch as tlie common intereft and the common 
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iafety, rationally and impartially confidercd, may af pea|; . 
to require.^ Keeping ihis^^ principle in view, we fliall fteer 
a riaht cuurfe ; and the way we have to aft js, to confider, 
without palTjoni what are the dangers with which wc have to 
contend, and then to uppJy provifions to me^t the danger?, 
and adopt the meafures. of piecaution that nfiay be i)<^c<?f- 
fary. Limiting ihefe in their application to the Dcec (fiiy 
of the cafe, we (hall not at5l in contradidlion to the prin- 
ciples of toleration; whihl on the contrary, to fnppoV^ 
rtjftri^ions on any other principle than this, would be 
to a^l contrary to the principles of the government 
irtider whieh we live, and inconfiftent with the mild 
and charitable fpirit of Chriilianity itfelf. The parti-' 
cular provilions which, for this purpofe, it way he ek^ 
pedient to propofe, it is not now tin%e to difcufs*-it' 
would be pr*;mature« I Jtac&cfi/ rejoice^ that^ in the 
dtclaratioii tshick thaj have mode, the EngUJh catholics^ 
tcithovt adverthig to particular ^meqfures^ have covfinei 
them/elves to a general Jlatapent. More than this Jhould 
Ttot be required of them at prefenA It leaves the whole 
fubjeft open to future confideration; and, I hope,* the time 
h not far diftant, when we may enter upon it with fuch a 
difpofition, as will tend to produce an arrangement fatisfaq- 
tory to ail parties— an arrangement, in the words of the 
Petition, " on the found bafis of mutual fatisfa^tion and 
fecurity.** I have faid, that I did not intend to prefs the 
fobjeft further at prefent : that determinatioit is founded 
on the confideration, that, whatever diftinftions there may 
b6- between the Englifli catholics and other perfons pro- 
fefling the fame religion, in other points, no pdvantage« 
perhaps can arife from a feparate difcuflion. With regard 
to other conlideraliouS wliich afeft this queftion, it is not 
my purpofe now to ^trouble your Lordiliips. But the pro- 
ceedings even of this day will not, I hope, b« ufelefs. I 
hope and truft they will produce a temper and difpofition, 
on all fides, which will enable us to decide difpaiTionately 
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the moft momentous queftton that was ever fubmitted t* 
your coiifideration. I fliaU uot trouble your lordihips 
further, but content myfelf wiih moving, " That this 
petition do lie upon the table.'^ Ordered accordingly. 

Speech ofthtHight Honourable fVilliam trindkam^ on ^i$- 
fr Renting the Eitglj/h Roman Catholic Petition to the 
Hoiffe ofCoinntonSf (as reported in the Giube Paper J. 

. ** I have a petition to prefent^ into the merits of which 
k is not now my intention to go ; it refpe^&a bedy of peo«* 
pie, who labour under nppreiTions of peculiar feverity; I 
^?ean the Roman culholics of England. 
^f^ I admit the right of flates to iuripofe religious reflric-, 
tions upon the people, but that right /hould be only 
exercifed, when called for by an imperious and over- 
ruling ueceifity. It is obvious no fuch necelTity exifts for 
tlie reAridlions upon the Roman catholics of England, as. 
they afk for nothing but that which both church and (late 
ipuft d^em it ncceBary.to grant, and which juftice muft 
confirm. Who can pretend to have any fear of the Roman 
catholics, or to dread a difclofure of their power, by whicl^ 
their virtues muft alfo be revealed ? 

** I will aflcrt, then, if their power ^ove confiderable, 
their inclinations are in a proportionate degree favourable 
tp the interells of the country j if their character be un«» 
known, if they be obfcure-p-it is becaufe they are deemed 
, unworthy of our confideration, and are branded with ouf 
negled. When I fpeak of their pbfcurity, I do not meaii« 
that they arc deftitute of hereditary virtues and hereditary 
cjignity— that they are not a part of that clafe which 
ought to be denominated <* Ultimi Romanorum/'-^I cant 
not contemplate a more noble and affcOing fpe£lacle, thai| 
^1 ancient Roman catholif gentleman in the midft of his 
people, exercifing the virtues of beneficeftce, humanity, an4 
holpitality. — If they, are obfcure, it is becaufe they ,ar«^ 
prefcrlbed as aliens to the Aat^ ; becaufe they are (hut out 
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from this aflembljr, where xmuiy of tl)^fe, who are tkr led 
worthy, are allowed to fit. Have th^y Qver triad thofe vilt 
arts which arc exercifed fo fuccefsfully by thofe many to 
creep into penfion and place? Hav^ they ever attempted 
to obtain their rights cither by clamour or by fer\ility ? On 
the contrary^ their conduct has proved that qo other body 
is more judly entitled to refpedt and admiration. 

•* I wifh the Petition to lie upon the table, that the cohn 
tenU may fink deep into the minds of this Houfe, and I 
bope that the confideration will bring a final fuccefs to tha 
caufe of virtue and of truth. It is impoifible that we can 
for ever bear the fight of our own injuftice. Rc^itude muft 
ultimately prevail, and I prefume that tlie objed of thid 
I^tition will be granted without a druggie." 



Jn the year 1788, a Committee of the Englijh CathoUa toaUti 
on Mr, Titty T^peBing their Ayplication for a Repeal ^f 
the Penal Laws, — He requefied to befwrnifhed with Autheu" 
tic Evidence^ of the Opinions of the Roman Catholic 
Cl^gy and the Roman Catholic Univerjities abroady **^<m 
the Exigence and Extent of the Pope' $ dtfpenjing Power^'*-^ 
Three Qvefiions "were accordingly framed^ and fent to the 
XJniverJitks of Paris, Lorain, Alcala, Doway, Salamanca^ • 
and Valadolid,for their Opinions. The Que^ions prop^ti 
(9 them were^ 

}^ Has the pope^ or cardinals, or any body of men, or 
fny individual of the church of Rome, any dvil authority, 
power, jurifdi6lion, or pre-eminence whatfoever. within the 
^ealm of England f 

f. Can the pope, or cardinals, or any body of men, or 
any individual of the church of Rome, abfolve or difpenfa 
ynib His Majeily's fubje^s from their oath of allegiance, 
ppon any pretext whatfoexer? 
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3. Is there any principle in. the tenets of the Catholic 
faith, by which catholics are juftified in jjot keeping faith 
wiUi heretics, or other perfons differing from them in reli- 
gious opinions, in any traufadion, either of a public or 
a private nature ? 

Ai>flra& from the Anfmer of the Sacred Faculty of Divinity of 
' Paris, to tJie above Qjjeries. 

After an introdudion, according to fche^ufuaiforms of the 
Uftiterfity, they anfwer the Firft Query by^ declaring — 

Neither the pope, nor the cardinals, nor any body of 
men, nor any other perfon of the church of Rome, hath 
a»y civil authority, civil power, civil jurifdidtion, or civil 
pre-eminence whatfoever, in aiiy kingdom; and, confe- 
i^uently, none in the kingdom of England, by reafon or 
virtue of any authority, power, jurifdidion, or pre-emi- 
nence by divine inftitution inherent in, or granted, or by 
aby other means belonging to the pQpe, or the church of 
Honve. Tbia dodrine the facred faculty of divinity of Paris 
has always held, and upon every occafion maintained, at^d 
upon every occafion has rigidly profcribed the contrary 
flodrines from her fchools. 

Anfwec to the Second Query, — Neither the pope, nor 
the cardinftls, nor any body of men, nor any perfon of the 
church of Rome, can, by virtue of the keys, abfolve or 
ifee the fubjeds of tLe king of England from their oath of 
allegiance. . • 

This aixi the Firft Query are fo intimately conneded, that 
the aniwer to the firil immediately and naturally applies to 
t)je fecond^ &c. 

Anfwer to the Third Q«ery. — .Therf. is no tenet in the 
Catholic church, by which catholics are juftified in not 
keeping ^ifth with heretics, or thofe who difier from them 
iiimatteiis of religion. The tcnc/, that it is lawful to breaK 
fai^h with hereti<^s, is fo repugnant to common honefty and 
the opinions of cathplics, j^hai there is nothing of which . 
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thofe, wlio have defended tte Catholic faith againft proteC- 

tants, have compkined more heavily, than the malice and 

calumny of their adveffarics in imputing this tenet to theni» 

Ire. &c. &c. ' 

Given at Paris, in thfe General Aflembly of the Sdr- 

bonne, held on Thurfday the 11th day before th« 

Calendi of March 1789- 

Sisrned in due form. 



'*b" 



Unkerfity of D&wai/, 

Jan. 5, 17S9. 
Jit a Meeting of the Paculty of Divinity of the Univerfity 
of Do way, &c. &c. 
To the Firft and Second Queries, the faered faculty au- 
fwers-^-That no power whatfoever, in civil or teniporaj 
* concerns, was given by the Almighty, either to the po{>e, 
the cardinals, «r the church herfelf, and, coufequenily, 
that kings and fovereigns are not, in temporal concerns, 
fubjed, by the ordination of God, to any ecclefiaiiical 
power vvhatfoevet; neither can their fubje^'is, by anjr au- 
thority granted to the pope or the church, from above, be 
freed from their obedience, or abfolved from their oath of 
allegiance. 

This is the doftritie which the dodors and profefTors of 
divinity hold and teach in our fchools; and this, all tbe 
candidates for degrees in divinity maintain fn their public 
tnefes, &c. &c. &c. 

To the Third Queftion, the faered facul^ anfwers— 
That there is no principle of the Catholic faith, by which 
catholics are juftified in not keeping faith with heretics, 
. ^ho differ fcom them . in religioua opinions. On the con- 
trary, it is the unanimous doctrine of catholics, Ihat'tlie 
j-efpedl due to the name of God fo called to witncfs, re- 
quired that the oath be inviolably kept, to whomfoeVer it 
is pledged, wliether catholic; heretic, or infidel, &c. &:c. &*c 
Signed and (baled in due form. 

Vnkcr/idif 
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TJnkerfity of Lorain. 

The faculty of divinity at Lovain, having be^ t^ 
queded to give her opinion upon the queflions aboyei 
ilated, does it with readinefs — but ftruck with a(loni(h-' 
ment that fuch queftion^ (hould, at the end of this eighteenth 
century, be propofed to any learned body, by inhabitantr 
of a kingdom that glories in the talents and difcernment- 
of its natives. Tlie faculty being aficmbled for the above 
purpofe, it is agreed, with the unanimous affent of all 
voices to anfwer the firft and fecond queries abfolutely in 
the negative* 

The faculty does not think it incumbent upon her in 
tills place to enter upoii the proofs of her opinion, or to 
fhoYt how it is fupported by paflages in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or the writings of antiquity. That has already been 
done by BolTuet, De Marca, the two Barclays, Goldaftus^ 
the Pithaeufes, Argentr6, Widrington^ and his l^fajefty King 
James the Firfl in his diHertations againfl Bellarmin and 
Du Perron, and by many others^ &c, &c. dcd 

The faculty then proceeds to declare,, that the fovereign 

power of the ftate is in nowife (not even indiretlly as it is 

termed) fubjeft to, or dependent uponj any otiier power j 

though it be a fp'i ritual power, or even though it be iu<H-» 

' ^ited for eternal falvation, &c. i&c. 

That no man, nor any aiTcmbly of men, however eminent 
in dignity and power, not even the whole body of the 
catholic church, thongh affembled in general council, caJi, 
upon atiy ground or pretence whatfoever, weaken the bond 
«f union between the fovejfiign and the people j dill less 
can they abfolve or free tne fubjcds from their oath of 
allegiance. 

Proceeding to the Third Queflion, the faid faculty of 
divinity (in perfect wonder that fuch a queftion (houid 
be propofed to her) moft positively and unequivocally 
anfwers — That there ii not, and that there never has been^ 
saioflg tiie tatbolicsi ar in the doctrines of iht cburch ^ 

Romi^ 
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Rottie, any law or principle whicli makes it lawful for 
catholics to break their faith with heretics, or others of a 
different perfuafion from themfelves in haatters of religion, 
fcither in public or private concerns. 

The faculty declares the do6lrine of the catholics to be, 
that the divine and natural law, which makes it a duty to 
keep faith and promifes, is the fame ; and is neither fhakeu 
hor dinlinifhed, if thofe, with whom the engagement is 
)Bnade, hold erroneous opinions in matters of religion, &c. 

Signed in due form, on the l8th of November 1788, 

Vniverfity of Atcala. 

.To the Firft Queftion it is anfwered — ^That none of the 
perfons mentioned in the propofcd queilion, either indivi- 
dually, or colkdively in council aifembled, have any right 
in civil matters ; but that all civil power, jurifdidion, and 
pre-eminence, are derived from inheritance^ eledion, the 
confent of the people, and other fuch titles of that 
nature. 

To the Second it is anfwered, in like manner — ^That 
none of the. perfons above mentioned, have a power to 
abfolve the fubje^ts of his Britapnic Majefty from their 
oaths of allegiance. 

To the Third Queftion it is anfwered — That the do<Elrin^ 
which would exempt catholics from the obligation of 
keeping faith with heretics, br with any other perfons who 
diHient from them in matters of religion, ipAead of being 
an article of catholic faith, is entirely repugnant to its 
tenets. 

Signed in the ufual form, March 17th 1789. 

Univerfity of Salamanca. 

To the Firft Queftion it is anfwered— ^hat neither pope, 

9QT cardinals, nor any aflembly or individual of the ca« 

6 tholie 
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tbolic church, have, a« fuch, any civil authority, povfev^ 
jurifdiction, or pre-eminence, in the kingdom of England^ 

To the Second it is anfwered — That neither pope, nor 
cardinals, nor any affembly or individual of the catholic 
church, can, as fuch, abfolve the fubjects of Great Bri- 
tain from their oaths of allegiance, or difpenfe with it^ 
obligations. 

To the Third it is anfwered — ^That it is no article of ca» 
tholic faith, that catholics are not bound to keep faith 
with heretics, or with perfons, of any other defcription, 
tvho diflent from them in matters of religion. 

Signed in the ufual form, Marph 7th 1789. 

Univerfity of Valadolid. 

To the Firft QueAion it is anfwered — ^That neither pope, 
cardinals, or even a general council, have any civil autho- 
rity, power, jurifdiction, or pre-eminence, directly or in- 
directly, in the kiagdom of Great Britain ; or over any 
other kingdom or province in which they poflefs no tem- 
poral dominion. 

To the Second it is anfwered — ^That neither pope nor 
cardinals, nor even a general council, can abfolve the fub- 
jects of Great Britain from their oaths of allegiance, or 
difpenfe with their obligations. 

To the Third it is anfwered— -That the obligation of 
keeping faith is grounded on the law of nature, which 
binds all men equally, without refpect to their religious 
opinions ; and with regard to catholics, it is ftill more 
cogent, as it is confirmed by the principles of their 
religion. 

Signed in the ufual form, February 17th, 1789* 



Magna eji Veritas et prcj^valebit. 

" I have heard allufions made this night to do<^rines, 
" which I do hope no ,man no>v believes the catholics to 

" entertain ; 
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ff entiertain ; nor is there any ground for an opinion tbaf 
h the queftion is oppofed under any fuch pretence. Thi? 
** explanations that have been given on this head, fo far as 
*f 1 know, are completely fatisfa6tory, and the queftion as 
" it now ftands, is much more narrowed than it was upon 
ff any former difculTion." 

Speech of the Earl of Liverpool, on the Debate 
in the Houfe of Lords, in the Seffion of 1810, 
on the Petition 6f the Roman Catholics of Ire- 
land. — Printed and publiflied by Keating, Brown 
& Keating, Booker, Sherwood, Nealy & SonS| 
J^ondon ; and Fitzpatrick 6c Coyne, Dublin. 



London : Printed by Luke Haniard & Som, 
near Iancoln*t-Inn Ficldi. 
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